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  Fairfax  

  United  
  Methodist  
  Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO. 64446 

Office Hours: 8:00 am—12:00 pm 
Mon—Thurs 

Office: 660-686-3314 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

Email: umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Website: www.fairfaxumc.net 

 

Sunday Worship: 

 Breakfast - 9:00 am 

 Sunday School - 9:30 am 

 Worship - 10:30 am 

 Channel 61 Broadcast - Tues.  
             4:00 pm 

 

Wednesdays: 

 Promise Keepers - 6:00 am 

 

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

Pastor’s Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Study: 660-686-3314 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Email:  asanders1016@yahoo.com 

Mailing Address:  
 Pastor Andrew Sanders 
   209 N 6th St 
 Tarkio, MO 64491 
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NOVEMBER 2017 

 

 

 

 
18"Do not call to mind the former things,  

Or ponder things of the past.  
19"Behold, I will do something new, Now it will spring forth;  

Will you not be aware of it?  
I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert.  

Isaiah 43”18-19 ESV 

 

It is exciting when we see God creating new things in our midst.  This 
morning I was thinking how wonderful it was to be buying coffee at our 
newly opened local gas station, and seeing all the great things that 
MDT woodworking is doing with the folks of Fairfax, or getting our eyes 
checked at the eye doctor here in town.  “I will do something new,” 
God says and new is happening.  I was thinking the other day of 
another “new” that He is creating. 

Last week I was working in the yard in the afternoon.  I went out and 
trimmed the hedges, as I pruned them a thought occurred to me; that 
if I didn’t trim the hedges that the outside would look green and 
appear to have life, but the inside would not have any leaves showing 
little growth.  Last year when we moved in the bushes had gotten over
-grown and the first time I pruned them they looked like I had stripped 
them bare, because as the branches grew on the outside the inside 
being starved of light didn’t produce any leaves.  The trick is to trim 
just enough on the outside to let the light of the sun shine on the 
inside promoting growth of new leaves.  Now the foliage on the inside 
is filling in nice so when they are pruned they are alive all the way 
through. 

I think that we are much like those hedges in our spiritual life.  The 
shrubs do not know that they need to be pruned from time to time to 
stay healthy and have growth all the way through.  As Christians God 
looks at us and he sees that we need to be pruned as well, that 
perhaps we look healthy on the outside, but it is the lack of growth on 
the inside that can ultimately stunt us.  In His wisdom God sees where 
the branches of our spirit have grown bare, he prunes to just the right 
place to let His light shine upon these places so that growth will once 
again occur 

Yes, this will first bring us to a place where we feel extremely 
vulnerable, as if we have had all our leaves stripped away revealing 
our bare branches.  But through this pruning process we will learn 

- Pastor Andrew Sanders 
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many things about ourselves, freeing us up to explore our faith deeper so that when the pruning is all 
over with we will have life all the way through.  We may even feel like we don’t have the strength to 
make it through the pruning.  God knows what he’s doing, he calls us to look forward to the 
possibilities that he has in store for us, "Do not call to mind the former things, or ponder things of the 
past.”   

I don’t think that the growth that we are seeing is only in the businesses of Fairfax, but it is also 
evident in our church as I have seen many 
more people attending and participating.  
It is evident in the faith of those that 
choose to show up every week with an 
expectation of encountering God and it is 
evident as God moves among the people 
possibly pruning but always loving.  We 
look to the future knowing that God will do 
something new, something amazing, He 
will even as our scripture says, “make a 
roadway in the wilderness, Rivers in the 
desert.” 

Let us continue to open our hearts, our 
minds and our souls to the possibilities of 
God creating something new in our midst. 

Continued from page 1 

Pastor’s  Corner 

Church Finance Report 

for September 2017 

Expenses: 

Administrative/Office: ......... $      295.80 

Financial:  ........................ $        24.66 

Nurture: .......................... $      607.66 

Outreach/Witness:  ............. $      168.89 

Staff Salaries: .................... $   5,633.06 

Trustees: ......................... $   1,309.42 

Worship: .......................... $       -70.00 
 

Total Expenses: $   7,969.43 
 

Total Income: $ 11,268.64 

 

September Difference:            $   3,299.21 
            

Loan Payment:  $700.00 

Festival of Sharing 

Thank You for donating this summer! 
4 clean-up buckets for Church World Service (CWS) 
$12 for CWS shipping 
15 eyeglasses 
12 backpacks blankets 
7 blankets 
10 paper products packs 
15 personal hygiene packs 
13 readin’ & writin’ packs 
13 dental packs  

Our total value of all gifts: $1,246. Blessings!! 

Don’t Forget: 

Daylight Saving Time Ends… 
Sunday, November 5  

Turn your clocks back 
one hour!!  

The children honored Pastor Andrew for Pastor Appreciation Day! 
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My Life Changing Moment . . . 

A number of years ago a small group of women in this church met together and decided to 
plan a project we called “Quarterly Women’s Day.” It would be open to all women in the 
community and provide a day of teaching, a special speaker, and a wonderful lunch. Our goal 
was to grow the spirit and faith of all plus supply an atmosphere of love in all we did. I was 
very excited to be a part of this group. 

At one of our planning sessions I volunteered to be the speaker and to give the testimony of 
my journey to a faith-filled life. I have prepared text for presentations many times, I felt no 
concern that I couldn’t sit down and write my story without any problem. For weeks I would 
attempt to write and scrapped writing after writing. I just couldn’t make the words come 
together. I prayed for God to clear my mind and allow me to speak from the heart. In spite of 
my prayers, I just couldn’t do the one thing I had always been able to do before with ease. 

When I approached the pulpit to face a sea of women with anticipation on their faces I 
prayer “God be with me”, my go-to prayer in times of anxiety. As I began to speak, words 
flowed out of my mouth and I presented my story with increasing courage, strength, and 
passion. I told the story of an abusive childhood and growing to adulthood with a hollow 
place in my heart and no real sense or knowledge of God. 

After I finished, my friends surrounded me and gave me compliments and support. I told 
them those weren’t my words, I had nothing prepared. I believe the Holy Spirit spoke through 
me, using my story to reach out to the gathered audience. I was shaken, I had never 
experienced anything like this before. 

That few moments in time when I came to speak, completely unprepared, I realized that my 
prayers to “speak from the heart” were answered in the most powerful way possible. I don’t 
know if God will use me again in my lifetime, but whether He chooses to or not, I will never 
forget the feeling of being filled with the Spirit in this sanctuary. 

I was baptized in my 20’s in this church, I’ve known no other. Over 40 years later, in spite of 
many ups and downs, I have always entered our sanctuary in anticipation of the Spirit among 
all present, the church family I know and love. You see, in the words of my favorite hymn 
Amazing Grace, “I once was lost...but now I’m found.” 

-Mary Brown 

What comes out is eternal. 
Every gift-filled shoebox is a 

powerful tool for evangelism and 
discipleship—transforming the lives 

of children and their families 
around the world through the 
Good News of Jesus Christ! 

Operation Christmas Child 

We are once again participating in Operation Christmas Child 
(through Samaritans Purse). We want to fill 100 boxes again this year!!  
We will have OCC boxes at the front of the church as soon as we get 
them in. Instructions for how to fill your box will be in each box.  

Please stop and pick up a box. You can fill a 
box for around $10-$15. Sunday, Nov. 19th is 
the deadline to have your packed box back to 
the church. Please drop your $9 for shipping 
into the ‘hat’ at the front of the church… 
do not leave in your box.  

“…whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”   
1 Corinthians 10:31 
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www.puzzles-to-print.com 

All 

Saints 

Day 

On Sunday, 
November 5, 
Fairfax UMC 
will be remembering 
our members who have 
passed this past year. 

The congregation will 
be able to light candles 
for their loved one(s) 
who have passed.  

Church Anniversary and 

Veterans Day:  

Sunday, November 12th, we will have a Potluck Dinner 
following worship in celebration of our Church Anniversary (101 Years) 
and we will also be honoring Veterans as our special guests!  
Invite your neighbors and friends! 

We will be showing our slideshow of Veterans again this year. If you 
missed getting a picture in last year, please send it in this year...any 
branch...any time! Please email pictures to the church office at 
umc@fairfaxmo.net, or bring your pictures into the office and we can 
scan them right then. Due: by Nov. 7th 

Don’t forget to give us details  
about your loved ones’ service!   
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Do You have a ‘Life Changing Moment’? 

Each one of us are a part of Fairfax UMC for some reason, our desire is that all people have had or will 
come to have a life changing moment, when they will be lead to become a new disciple of Jesus 
Christ. A moment can also be something that has brought us closer to Christ through our worship, 
interaction, ministry or something that I may not have even thought of.  

I would like for us to reach down into our memories to bring forth a time when you had a life changing 
moment in our church. These are important to share, to let others know how vital and alive our 
church is, and especially just how important it is to us. This means not just the building but how our 
church has changed our lives. Please share your stories—when you think of one write it up and give it 
to Darla in the church office. These stories will be featured as one story in each newsletter every 
month as a new addition to our news letter in our life changing moment corner. So, please share your 
stories, to show how Christ through this church has transformed your life.                                                           

-Pastor Andrew 

United Methodist Student Day: 

November 26
th  

Across the country, the people of The United Methodist Church are serving 
the people God loves in Jesus’ name. We’re doing it at home, but so often 
we’d like to do more. 

 We want to serve those in other places who are suffering. 

 We want to offer spiritual words of hope and life. 

 And we want to be well-equipped to do both! 

But the reality for most of us is that our responsibilities—home, family, 
work—don’t allow us to engage with every need we’d like to meet. 

Right now there are UMC young people—who might not have had the 
resources to attend a school of their choice, or, for some, any school at 
all—who’ve been sent by you into the world God loves because of your 
giving to United Methodist Student Day. When you give generously you are support these students as 
they prepare for a life that unites faith with knowledge. 

What no one person or congregation can do alone, we’re doing together. 

Please use the envelope, enclosed with this newsletter, for your offering (made payable to 
Fairfax UMC, memo-UMSD). You may either mail it to the church office (PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 
64446) or bring it to church and drop it into the offering plate. Thank You! 

Fairfax 

Community 

Thanksgiving 

Service 

5:00 pm at the  
Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, November 19 

90
th

 Birthday 

Helen Muldrew will celebrate 
her 90th birthday on Friday, 
November 10th!  
(Helen is Karen Rogers’ Aunt),  
If you would like to send her a 
card, her address is:  
  7337 Hickory,  
  Bickford Cottages, #202,  
  Omaha, NE 68124. 
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Dear Friends in Fairfax,       October Thanks ~ 2017                                                                     

Watermark: “an identifying image or pattern in paper that appears as various shades 
of lightness/darkness when viewed by transmitted light...Watermarks vary greatly in 
their visibility; while some are obvious on casual inspection, others require some 
study to pick out…” I find this definition fascinating as I relate it to the “watermark” 
of “FAITHFUL” sprawled across the paper of our lives. God’s faithfulness varies 
greatly in its visibility (from our viewpoint): while some are obvious on casual inspec-
tion, others require some study to pick out. Yes. 

This aptly describes how I think of the last year, honestly. This time last year Tif 
was diagnosed with breast cancer, and the watermark of God’s faithfulness is 
firmly imprinted on every detail, every memory. Even if things had not turned out 
as well as they did, the watermark would have remained “FAITHFUL.” 

God’s watermark of “FAITHFUL” remains true; on my life, on your faithful Mu 
Kappa support and prayers and on lives of MKs as they find their way in this new 
university life in the U.S. 

You Know You’re an MK When… 
...You’re sitting somewhere, in the middle of middle-class suburbia, and a  

seemingly random word sets your mind off over time and space, and leaves you 
devastated at the fact that you were where you were, and that you could 
never go back to what you had. 

...Seeing a shriveled up mango in the grocery store makes you yearn for the real 
thing, along with other tropical fruits that are unknown to the Western palate. 

...In the U.S., you get a strange feeling because there in no one walking down  
the street. 

...You know it is possible to laugh and cry at the same time. 

...Your best friends live thousands of miles away. 

...You long for letters but can never write them. 

...You’ve ever cried in a computer lab 

Thank you for continuing to pray with me for these young folks and their parents! May they know His pres-
ence and faithfulness especially in the difficult times of separation and transition. 

Marked by His faithfulness, 

~ Judy Keith     MK Ministry, Mu Kappa Representative, Serving Families in Global Transition.     www.mukappa.org      www.barnabas.org 

Praise:   
...Tif continues to feel better 
daily and finished with 
radiation treatments. Healing 
and more reconstruction 
process next… 
...The Pastor-to-Missionaries 
Conference in NC was such an 
encouragement; the speakers, 
seeing old friends and meeting 
new ones! Refreshing! 
 
Prayer: 
...My sister-in-law passed 
suddenly Oct. 4.  Please pray 
for my brother Dan, daughter 
Danielle (32) and step-son 
Chad & families as they 
process this huge loss. 
...Please continue to pray for 
wisdom in my fall planning: 
connections with the MKs I 
already know, and new ones 
that God already has in mind 
for me to meet.  
 

Thank You! 

Women’s Evening Edition 

October meeting of WEE included Suzanne Southard, Sandy Burke, Jayne Martin and Amy Sefrit. 
President Mardee Collingham and Secretary Mary Brown were out sick. 

Sandy gave the treasurer’s report. We voted to give $300 to the church to be used for Backpack 
Buddies and $100 to be used at the school for students in need of clothing or other supplies. 

Old business: A discussion and planning time was done for the 9:00 am Sunday breakfasts. 

Amy gave a devotion, filling in for Mardee. 

Refreshments were served by Jayne. Next WEE meeting will be November 8th. 

November devotions will be presented by Mary Brown and Mardee will provide refreshments. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Brown, Secretary 



7 

2017 NOVEMBER 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

Worship  
Schedule 

Breakfast: 9:00am 

Sunday School:  
9:30 am 

Worship:  
10:30am 

Channel 61:  
4:00pm Tues 

 

Pastor’s Hours 

Tues & Thurs 
8:00 am—12:00 pm 

417-770-6731 (cell) 
736-5823 (home) 

asanders1016@ 
yahoo.net 

 

Office Hours 

8:00 am—12:00 pm 

Mon—Thurs 

Phone: 660-686-3314 

umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Fax: 660-686-9505 

1   All Saints Day 2 3 

 

4 

 

5    Daylight Saving 
Time ends 

 

 

Breakfast served: 
9:00am 

All Saints Day 
(observed during 
worship) 

 

6 

fh reserved: Sorosis  
1-4pm 

7 8 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

W.E.E.: 6:30pm 

 

 

 

9 10 

Meals-on-Wheels: 
Jim Ball 

 

 

11   Veterans Day 

 

12 

Breakfast served: 
9:00am 

Church Anniversary/ 
Veterans Day:  
Potluck Dinner 
following worship 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 17 

 

18 

fh reserved by Gomel  
-afternoon 

19 

Breakfast served: 
9:00am 

Final Sunday to 
bring Shoeboxes 

Community 
Thanksgiving 
Service: 5pm at 
Presbyterian Ch. 

 

20 

fh reserved: Sorosis  
1-4pm 

 

 

 

21 22 

Promise Keepers: 
6:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23  Thanksgiving 
Day 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

24 

 

 

25 

26 

Breakfast served: 
9:00am 

United Methodist 
Student Day 
(observed) 

Pleasant View  
Worship Service: 
3:30 pm 

27 

Deadline:  
DEC Newsletter 

 

 

28 29 

 

30   

Pastor Andrew Sanders 

209 N 6th St., Tarkio, MO 64491 

Cell: 417-770-6731 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 

305 N. Broadway, PO Box 318, Fairfax, MO 64446 

660-686-3314    www.fairfaxumc.net  
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HOTLINES: 

Boys Town National Hotline ---- 1-800-448-3000 
     24/7...365 days a year...teens/parents/families 

Child Abuse and Neglect -------- 1-800-392-3738 

Elderly Abuse and Neglect ----- 1-800-392-0210 

Gambling Addiction --------------- 1-888-BETSOFF 
 ------------------------------------- (1-888-238-7633) 

Mental Health Crisis Line ------- 1-800-392-0280 

Missouri School Violence-------- 1-866-748-7047 

Poison Control -------------------- 1-800-392-9111 

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence 
 --------------------------------------- 1-800-548-2480 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline ---- 1-800-273-TALK 
 ------------------------------------- (1-800-273-8255) 

Teen-to-Teen Hotline ----------- (800) TLC-TEEN 
 ---------------------------------------- (800) 852-8336 

Crisis TEXT Line ----------------------------- 741741 

T
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November Birthdays 

  

 Mark Ball 11/01 
 Lisa Bennett  11/01 
 Jim Brown  11/01 
 Eric Bradfield 11/02 
 David Evans  11/02 
 Dylan Sly   11/04 
 Baylee Lewis  11/05 
 David Gomel 11/07 
 Dixie Coggin 11/08 
 LouAnn Pennel 11/09 
 Danny Kemerling 11/14 
 Scott Monk  11/14 
 Dawn Davis 11/18 
 Beth Graves 11/18 
 Jamie Freemyer 11/19 
 Norma Bradfield 11/20 
 Krista Sly 11/20 
 Harold Keith Ray 11/21 
 Peggy Slemons 11/22 
 Nancy Van Gundy 11/22 
 Robert Gibson  11/22 
 Glen Bargman  11/22 
 Jessica Murry  11/23 
 Jaelynn Hill 11/25 
 Holly Clement  11/26 
 Crystal Woodring 11/26 
 Betty Elder 11/27 
 Jon Graves  11/29 
 John Ball 11/30 
 
 

November  

Anniversaries 
  

 Andrew & Julie Sanders 11/10 
 Derek & Dawn Davis 11/29 

   
 

If you or your loved ones are not  
on the list, contact the church office: 

umc@fairfaxmo.net or 686-3314  
with your info and we will get  

our records updated. 

Women’s  

Evening Edition 

Wed. November 8, 6:30 pm 

Thanks to my church family for all the 

prayers, flowers, cards, calls and concern 

shown to myself and my family during my 

recent heart surgery at Bryan Hospital in 

Lincoln, Nebraska. Heartfelt thanks to Pastor 

Andrew for his concern, visit and wonderful 

prayer while I was at CHF before being 

transferred on. I felt blessed because of all of 

you. Give yourselves a HUG from me to you.  

Christian love, Barb Jones 

From ‘Festival of Sharing’:    We have received your 2017 donation to Festival of 
Sharing. Your gift shares hope with people and 
communities near and far that will be forever grateful. Thank you for supporting us in doing God’s work. 

tel:18008528336
tel:18008528336
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Serving our church  

in November: 

Acolyte:  the children  

Altar Flowers:  Lennis & Kerry Million 

      in memory of loved ones 

Bulletins:  Nov. 5 -  Ernie & Nancy Hafner 

           in memory of loved ones 

 Nov. 12 -  

 Nov. 19 -  

 Nov. 26 -  

Communion Steward:  Jim Ball 

Liturgist: Jim Ball 

Ushers:  The Jon Graves family 

Web Site Sponsor:  ____________________ 

(please call the church office, 686-3314,  
if you can fill any of these areas.) 

Stewardship 2017: 
Receipts as of October 23, 2017: 
 

Plate & Electronic Offerings:                   Attendance: 
  First Sunday 2,023.00  40 
  Second Sunday 2,629.02  64 
  Third Sunday 1,943.00  48 
  Fourth Sunday 2,546.00  57 
  Fifth Sunday -  - 
   Total ‘General’ Offerings: 9,141.02 
Dec.’s Budget income needed: 10,752.00 
 

  Received  Received 
 Special Offerings: in Month To Date 
 Advance #901670 0.00 82.00 
 Altar Flowers 35.00 385.00 
 Apportionments 300.00 880.00 
 Back Pack Buddies 1,000.00 1,150.00
 Building Use 0.00 200.00 
 Bulletins 0.00 380.00 
 Church Camp/Mission 0.00 427.00 
 Festival of Sharing 12.00 12.00 
 Food Pantry 0.00 25.00 
    (Baby Bottles) 0.00 305.07 
 FRB 0.00 0.00
 Lent—Head Start 0.00 223.71 
 Loose Change 0.00 469.37 
    Soup-er Bowl Dinner 0.00 653.00
 Misc. Income 6.00 9,301.45 
 Mowing 0.00 340.00 
 Mozambique Initiative (loose change) - 447.97 
 Sunday School 74.02 588.80 
 Web Site 0.00 105.50 
 Wildfire Relief Fund 0.00 172.00 
 Special Sundays: 
    Human Relations Day 0.00 58.00 
    UMCOR Sunday 0.00 300.00 
    Native American Ministries 0.00 148.00 
    Peace with Justice 0.00 40.00 
    World Communion 105.00 105.00 
    UM Student Day 0.00 0.00 
 
BUDGETED ‘General’ Account only: 
 Received to Date Total Income: 106,344.48 
 loan:          5,400.00 
 Needed to Date Total Income:   111,434.90     
     (2,591.51 weekly) 

facebook 
You can find a link on our church website 
at: www.fairfaxumc.net.  

We do evening visits 
once a week or no less 
than twice a month.  
If you feel led to help  

or have more questions, 
please contact Lois  

660-736-4965 or 660-623-0040. 
More volunteers needed! 

Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

We will be recognizing our birthdays and 
anniversaries on the last Sunday of each 
month during worship!  

Reminder: 

 If at anytime, you’d like to make any changes to  
receiving our newsletter...just email Darla in the 
church office, umc@fairfaxmo.net 
Possible ways to receive: by email; pick up at 
church; by mail; or read from website. 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 

Monday through 
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Address Service Requested 

Fairfax United Methodist Church 
305 N. Broadway 
P.O. Box 318 
Fairfax, MO 64446 

NOVEMBER 2017 

FAIRFAX MESSENGER FAIRFAX MESSENGER  

If you would like to  

make a change on  

receiving this newsletter,  

please send your request 

to: umc@fairfaxmo.net 

Each child enrolled in Backpack Buddies, the supplemental 
weekend feeding program of Second Harvest Community Food 
Bank, receives a healthy breakfast, a healthy lunch and a 
healthy snack each weekend during the school year.  

For the last school year, there were over 3,900 children from 
18 counties and over 50 schools, Head Start or after-school 
programs participating in Backpack Buddies.  

The Backpack Buddies program needs YOU in order to serve 
healthy foods to our community children every weekend. It 
costs only $150 to support a child for a full year in the Back-
pack Buddies program. Fairfax R-3 has 16 children enrolled. 

Thank you for your donations!!    Estimated amount still needed: $ 497 
Please donate in one of two ways: 

1. Donate by check made payable to Second Harvest,  
please write “Fairfax MO Backpack Buddies” on the memo line and mail your donation to: 
Second Harvest Community Food Bank,  
915 Douglas Street,  
St. Joseph, MO 64505 

2. Make check payable to Fairfax UMC and memo it “Backpack Buddies” and drop off at the church 
or mail to: Fairfax UMC, PO Box 318, Fairfax MO 64446. We will forward on to Second Harvest. 

(if you make your check out to Second Harvest and can’t find their address, don’t worry.  
Just give  your check to Fairfax UMC and we will get it sent to them.) 


